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Oshougatsu (Japanese new year) flower arrangement lesson
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On 19" December, a new year’s flower arrangement lesson was held with the participation of two trainees from
Nepal, Mr. Aaron who is a teacher of MIFA English Conversation Café, and MIFA members. | heard that Nepal is
advanced in English education, and actually the Nepali trainees speaks English fluently. Lesson echoed to Japanese
and English, which made it fun and peaceful atmosphere. Although it was the first flower arrangement experience
for all participants, they all could make gorgeous and wonderful works. | hope they enjoyed it and relaxed for a
while. | would like to express my deep gratitude to the teachers at Mobara-Shoyo high school and Shinwa-Engei, a
rose producer, for their help in everything from making bamboo vases to providing flower materials from their
greenhouses. (Ryoko Ishibashi : Chief of international mutual understanding section)
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English Conversation Class for Children

SEEOFELBITRAFHRZEEAF > 51 > ThRESNE L, FELEFFULWVRIETHSLZICHLEDS T P LTI (FE6D)
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This year, our MIFA English class for children was held Online. Children, regardless of the new situation, enjoyed the

experience of online learning, while continuing to engage with me and their classmates. We all had fun and it was a
great experience for all of us. (Teacher: Cristeta Matsumoto)

- D0FWTE A2 ST EVDIHUWVE TRASERZEZFRELURITTHS X TRN DT,
It was great that MIFA continued to hold this English class online for us even under this COVID-19 situation.
CJURT 1 —5FED T2 ez2BNENT] EWSSEICRHESN., BRNGRBTREER(THENTIF UL
Cristy sensei’s word “don’t be afraid of challenging!” encouraged me to get actively involved in the class.
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English Conversation Café

MIFA English Cafe
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The class was held online because of the prevention of the covid-19 infection. Five people joined the class. Before
the start of the class it had been worried how the class on line would be. But after start we realized the class was
very exciting because the speaker was closed up on the screen and it was easy for us to focus on what the speaker
said. Every class, as before, began with the report on the recent episode and we talked according to the themes on
that day, for example food, sports, the culture difference between US and Japan and so on. Because the students
have already taken the class for more than two years, they are steadily making progress.

(Student: Toyokazu Nagano)
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Korean Conversation Class (for intermediates)
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This year, only intermediate class was held. Ms. Erii Nomura from Korea taught the class. In the class, general
textbooks were not used. Instead, students learned Korean through reading and interrupting Korean picture books
for children. They also had conversations and tried vocabulary quiz with teacher and students each other with fun.

(Secretariat)
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International Residents;Interview,
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7—0Y « ¥—FRAEA (A AHEE) Mr. Aaron Marquis from United States
RWRFTHT7xBEM (Teacher of MIFA English Conversation Café)
Q1. HHEDBICOVTHI TS,

Please tell me about your country.
A1l. 1 am from California, United States. California is on the west most side of the

United States. It’s famous for Los Angeles, Hollywood, and many beautiful @
national parks. It has many mountains to go skiing during the winter, and many |
beaches to go surfing during summer. %’ ;
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Q2. BB RFEEHPERINDDPER TREBEZHATLETR. BEBRIC. ZUTERETPREBRICKRLEZOTIN?

You are teaching English at junior high school in Mobara and Mutsuzawa. Why did you come to Japan or
Mobara and Chosei?

A2. | came to Japan to experience life outside of the United States. | chose Japan because | had a cousin who lived
in Yokohama and Chiba for 6 years, and he told me that he really enjoyed his time in Japan. | got hired by an
ALT dispatch company, who then chose where | would work at in Japan. They chose for me to work at a junior

high school in Mobara, so | moved there. After teaching in Mobara for 6 months, |

moved and started teaching in Mutsuzawa. This is my third year now teaching at

Mutsuzawa junior high school.

T A AN DBE TOET AR T D/ZHICBARICKEUIZ, FACF BEETFECOFBFA
TUWERRBDNT. BHS. BATOEBEFABICRUNDe. EBNTLED T, BAREE
UF U7z FLFALT (NBFEEEBIF) DAMRERTLICIHRAIREN . ZORAEDFLADEME
K RDFE U, RYIDEFFFT(FREHARDDPER(CR) F LT, RRMH TCONARBZHA
#IFERITICE) . REBEZHA TVET, BERPER CTREBZHA CTSFETCIFBITHBIET,
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Q3. BX - BEAOXEZLTBATOEFICDOVWT. EARERZEF >TLWEIH?
What'’s your impression of Japan, Japanese culture and living in Japan?
A3. Japan has been really great so far. No country is perfect, but the people and culture in Japan has been really
nice. The food is good, the students are polite, public transportation like trains are convenient, and the lifestyle
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is simple. At first, | lived in an apartment, and | really didnt like the thin walls and small kitchen. | then moved
to a house in Mutsuzawa, and it's been fantastic. | really miss all the Japanese festivals and fireworks before
covid-19. | hope festivals like Awa Odori or Tanabata Matsuri can return soon so | can enjoy them again.

BARINEFTOECAABICRBES LLBLEEBVWET, RELGBREBVTT N BADALPXLEARLCRES LLTT,
BAYIEFEERLV U ERBALBELLS. SFLBEDRHEHKEBE(IEMN T, ETEEFLPITVTT, RCEALT/N—
NEBVEECIRVWEABRICEED S BEERICHDZ—FRICBINEAFUIC, SEETHRETT ., IOFRIDOBEDRY)
PIENEARS(CRLBVET, MR PEYEDUDLOIBRUNBUROITLDNDELATVET,

BARBEEICBRNTVWRERVETH. @ANFETIH?

You already try to Japanese food. What do you like?

| think almost all Japanese food is delicious. My favorite is Sushi, but | also like Okonomiyaki, Takoyaki--- and
just about anything that has “yaki” at the end. It's still a little difficult for me to eat natto, but | think it's still
good. Ramen and Shabu Shabu is very fun to enjoy with friends, and Onigiri from convenient stores is delicious
too. | always ask my students to recommend me food to try.

FEAEDBAREFERLWERBWET, HICHFIANFITIN. BFARICILIHEIDLDIC, BEIC B HADOIRIE
BPFETTT, MBEFLEDLEFTIN THEERLLEBVET, S—APUP ALY RERESE—RICBNDEET
HELWTIR, Fow IVEZDOBICTVEHEERLVTT . WDOLERBECH T ITHE>OMELZD LTVET,

BATOLE TR TZMELIELWTTH ?

What do you study through life in Japan?

Right now, | study Japanese, and computers. I'm a computer science major, so | like technology and
programming a lot. I'm also studying to become a better teacher. | was a math teacher in the US for a year,
so when I'm at work, | pay attention to how Japanese teachers prepare for their classes, and admire all the
trainings they do to make sure their classes are good.

SE@BABEIE1—I—ZEWRLTVET, I2E21—I— - A IO IAABHLD T, BERMCTOT I THF
TTT, Flew FWRVEBDICRDIZHDMBEH L TNET o 7 A D TEEHEHENE
LTTEBRBVTOWE L. BARDFEAMREICHLUTEDLSBHEHZLTLDD
MEBLTRETWELEA THE - JlaEz 70 HEEZERICRKLTLIOEL
DEB(CETHROLET,

BR3HVETH?

What is your dream?

This is a difficult question for me. | don’'t have a “dream” , but | do have life
goals that | want to accomplish that are similar to dreams. My number 1
goal is to make my family happy. | care and miss my family back at home
a lot, so | make sure to talk to them every weekend. My other 2 big goals
for myself are to travel more and have a family of my own. Right now, it’
s difficult to travel safely, so for now I'm focusing on learning important
skills for the future, like improving my Japanese and programming skills, so |
can prepare for my future. | don't know how long I'll stay in Japan for, but |
have no reason to leave yet, so I'll continue teaching here, continue learning
anything interesting, and continue making my family proud of me.
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Elower/Arrangements;to,welcome,customers|by/Ms: Yuasa, Chairperson|of/MIFA
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<https://www.unicef.or.jp/news/2022/0008.html>
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Let’s Join MIFA!

EERHEEIRBETIE. BEMEE CL X EHESECTBEENSSNLTWEZLETS [BARE] « £ SHa
DFEBE(CBRILTWEZE TS [BHRE] ZHEEELTVET,
Mobara International Friendship Association (MIFA) is recruiting new members.

OF2E Membership Annual Fee

[BAR8 Individual Membership] (EB8)28 Supporting Membership]
- —fR=8 (Regular) ¥2,000 ENEBIRE (Company)  ¥5,000
- F4R8 (Student)  ¥1,000 - BAEBIRE (Individual)  ¥2,000
- RIERE (Family) ¥1,000

(20225 3AKIRE 1178)

OA&%iE How to join MIFA
TEBERBAIEREVWEEE, ARPIAZ(LNBSEBEZCCADD R FREBZARATIREBLET L,
Please contact MIFA secretariat below.

RHAFEEDITE - FEBHFE Upcoming Events & Activities in 2022

A5 UNBERE (FEOATRRE. MRRAE, BEEAE. XR2TH71)
Online foreign language classes (English, Korean)

BB  Cultural introduction seminar

HNBEARBITRHKTIZREERE  Disaster prevention workshop for international residents

BERRNRY 7 — International friendship bus tour

EEs Seminar

BRBIN0AFERI/IN—Tr— HE  The 10" anniversary celebration party etc.

XIRHBEEREREinE BE|EhEE Supporting member
BEE HX B TS5 > Mk ST XONIE - BEFREE (2022463831 B

RIEMBRE RS SHER MIFA Secretariat

T297-8511 FTEERXEMER 1 &t RRHBAEEBERREA
1 Dobyo, Mobara city, Chiba prefecture T297-8511

TEL 0475-20-1651 FAX 0475-20-1603
Email:kikaku2@city.mobara.chiba.jp

OXRMBEIRRRR=Website
http://www.mobarakokusaikouryu.jp/

O RMBEIR = Facebook

¥ [RERHBERREABR] TRELTEEL,
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